
 
 

 

Balanga, 03 January 2014 

Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 

"They were faithful to the teaching of the apostles, the common life of sharing, 

the breaking of bread and the prayers." (Acts of the Apostles 2, 42) 

 

My dearest brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

Prayerful greetings of Peace and Prosperity for the New Year! 

 

This is a New Year for all us and it promises much hope and joy. When I came to this beautiful 

province several years ago you gave me a warm and sincere welcome. Since then you have never 

ceased extending to me your caring assistance and valuable help. Everyday I thank God for your 

goodness and kindness. You are always there for me, to uplift me and to encourage me. It is my 

joy and grace to journey with you here in Bataan. 

 

Together with you we built the Residencia Sacerdotal Diocesan Retirement Homes. You are our 

inspiration for our Cancilleria Diocesana de Balanga. These endeavors would not have come to 

completion without your valuable contribution and assistance.  

 

With these projects we see that doing God's works is unending but also extremely rewarding. 

Graces overflow! On this New Year we are again embarking on another of God's initiatives: our 

very own diocesan seminary, honoring our Blessed Mother by placing it under her care and title, 

Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario College Seminary. 

 

The Seminary is the heart, mind and future of the Diocese, the seedbed of priestly vocation and 

the house for priestly formation. We do this for God's glory, for the good of province and in service 

to our people. We will see the realization of this initiative through your generous cooperation, for, 

indeed, your involvement and collaboration are God's gift to us, and to our Diocese of Balanga. 

May I humbly invite you to walk and work with us again, this time in a fundraising project called, 

"i CAN share", to fulfill our goal? We will be distributing CANs through which contributions can 

be given for the construction of the seminary. It can be a personal CAN where each day we drop 

in what we can save or share, a symbol of our oneness with the diocese. 

 



 
 

 

We encourage you to accept your personalized and numbered CAN and be a loving contributor 

to fulfill our goal to build the Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario College Seminary. And on every third 

Sunday of every third of the Month at three in the afternoon, we will offer and bless your filled-

up cans during the celebration of the Holy Mass at our newly-completed Virgen Milagrosa del 

Rosario College Seminary Chapel at the Bahay- Puso Compound in Upper Tuyo, Balanga. 

 

Open your hearts to this effort to send more workers in our Lord's vineyard. Through this CANs, 

each of us can contribute even the smallest effort to building up our Church. I invoke our beloved 

patron Saint Joseph, and pray to him to guide us to safety and deliver us from all harm, just as he 

did his holy family. May our dearest Blessed Mother, Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, intercede 

for us and keep us always in her maternal embrace and loving protection. 

 

Once again please accept my gratitude for your kindness, fidelity and charity. Every day I have all 

of you and your loved ones in my prayers. May God bless you all always. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

 

Most Rev. RUPERTO C. SANTOS, DD  

Bishop of Balanga 

 

 

 

 


